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WASHINGTON. D.C. - Congressman John Hall (NY-19) was honored today at the Blinded
American Veterans Foundation’s 25th annual Congressional Awards Ceremony, where he
received the George "Buck" Gillispie Award for Meritorious Service for his significant
contributions to sensory disabled American veterans. The event was held in the Cannon House
Office Building.

As the Chairman of the Veterans’ Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs,
Rep. Hall has been a strong advocate for the men and women who put their lives on the line in
order to defend our nation.  Earlier today, Rep. Hall announced  that the VA has created new
shorter claims forms to simplify the process veterans must undergo while applying for disability
benefits.  These simplified forms come in response to legislation that Rep. Hall introduced in
Congress.

“It is an honor to be recognized by the Blinded American Veterans Foundation for my support of
our nation’s veterans,” said Rep. Hall. “We can and must do more to help these brave men and
women who have sacrificed so much for all of us.”
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  Congressman Hall accepts the George "Buck" Gillispie Award for Meritorious Service from the Blinded Americans Veterans Foundation  Rep. Hall received the Gillispie Award, which is presented annually, from BAVF President JohnFales. Congressman Steve Buyer (IN-4) received the award today as well.The BAVF assists blinded and sensory-disabled veterans in attaining their full potential throughresearch, rehabilitation, and re-employment.  It offers employment networking and rehabilitationand resource counseling, and provides funding for rehabilitation centers.  Other programsinclude a speaker's bureau, placement services, and compilation of related statistics.Congressman John Hall has accomplished a great deal for veterans since being elected tooffice four years ago. He has helped secure a $23.1 billion increase to the VA’s discretionarybudget in the last 3 years, as well two-year advanced appropriations for the VA, so that fundingfor important veterans programs will not be held up when appropriations bill are not passed ontime. With Rep. Hall’s urging the VA added 8,300 claims processors, resulting in a 31%increase in claims processed (from 774,378 claims processed in 2006 to 1,015,475 in 2010),and funding for PTSD and mental health care services has more than doubled. All in all, Rep.Hall has fought to improve access to and quality of veterans healthcare, and his efforts havehelped gain a 55% increase to the Veterans Health Administration that has resulted in anadditional 3,384 doctors, 14,246 nurses, 145 Community-Based Outpatient Clinics, and 92 newVet Centers.  
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  Congressman Hall meets Sgt. Shaft (John Fales), President of the Blinded American VeteransFoundation  
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